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SUBJECT: SWEDEN'S PURCHASE OP HARPOON MISSILE 

1. THE SWEDISH PRESS JULY 8 ANNOUNCED THE SWEDISH NAVY’S 
INTENT TO PURCHASE 100 AMERICAN-MADE, LONG-RANGE, SURPACE-TO- 
SURPACE HARPOON MISSILES. THE HARPOONS, WHICH WILL BE PUT 
ABOARD SPICA 2 PATROL BOATS, WILL COST THE SWEDES 433 MILLION 
KRONER (NEARLY US$100 MILLION). THE CONTRACT POR THIS 
SOPHISTICATED ADVANCED MISSILE SYSTEM HAS ALREADY BEEN THREE 
YEARS IN THE MAKING AND THE PIRST COMBATANT MISSILES ARE NOT 
EXPECTED TO BE ON BOARD AND PUNCTIONING BEPORE 1981-82. 

2. COMMENT: THE SWEDISH PRESS CHIDED THE GOVERNMENT POR 
LOOKING TO OVERSEAS CONCERNS TO MEET THE MILITARY'S EXPENSIVE 
MISSILE PROCUREMENT NEEDS, DESPITE EFPORTS OF SAAB AND BOFORS 
TO ORGANIZE A JOINT SWEDISH MISSILE INDUSTRY. WHAT THE PRESS 
IGNORED, HOWEVER, IS THE PACT THAT SWEDISH INDUSTRY IS IN 

NO POSITION TO MANUPACTURE LONG-RANGE MISSILES OP HARPOON- 
LEVEL SOPHISTICATION. INDEED, A TOP-LEVEL SWEDISH DEPENSE 
PLANNER ACKNOWLEDGED RECENTLY THAT SWEDEN WOULD NOT BE 
IN A POSITION TO PRODUCE MISSILES OP HARPOON RANGE AND 
CALIBER POR ANOTHER TWENTY YEARS. IN INTERIM PERIOD, 

SWEDEN WILL HAVE TO RELY ON US MISSILE TECHNOLOGY, AS 
ADMITTEDLY THE WORLD'S MOST SUPERIOR. 
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3. ANNOUNCEMENT OP THE LARGE US ORDER WAS MADE COINCIDENTALLY 
ON THE HEELS OF THE US REPUSAL TO ALLOW SWEDISH EXPORT OP 
THE VIGGEN TO INDIA. THE VIGGEN STORY, HOWEVER, HAS YET 
TO BREAK IN THE PRESS, AND CONSEQUENTLY NO EYEBROWS HAVE 
BEEN RAISED OVER THIS JUXTAPOSITION OP EVENTS. 

KENNEDY-MINOTT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY SALES, MISSILES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 1 1 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STOCKFI02669 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780285-0439 

Format: TEL 
From: STOCKHOLM 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780772/aaaacitr.tel 

Line Count: 62 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 017e4977-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2045865 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SWEDENVS PURCHASE OF HARPOON MISSILE 
TAGS: MASS, SW, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/01 7e4977-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



